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The Pulse of Oakland 2025
Key Findings of a Citywide SurveyConducted October 18-23, 2025
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Survey Methodology

(Note: Not All Results Will Sum to 100% Due to Rounding)

Dates October 18-23, 2025
Survey Type Dual-mode Voter Survey

Research Population Likely November 2026 Voters in the City of Oakland
Total Interviews 605 interviews citywide

Margin of Sampling Error (Full Sample) ±4.0% at the 95% Confidence Level(Half Sample) ±5.7% at the 95% Confidence Level

Contact Methods

Data Collection Modes

Survey Tracking 2016-2024

TextInvitationsTelephoneCalls EmailInvitations

TelephoneInterviews OnlineInterviews
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Key Findings
1. Voters are noticeably less pessimistic than in recent years about the direction of the City.
2. The issues of homelessness and gun violence continue to be the top problems facing the city;illegal dumping and the city’s financial stability are among the top concerns as well.
3. While voters continue to be dissatisfied with city government; three in five view Mayor Leefavorably.
4. Voters express a clear preference for transitioning to a Strong Mayor form of governance.
5. Concern about crime has decreased, Oaklanders feel safer in the city and in theirneighborhoods, and a plurality feel like public safety and crime are getting better.
6. However, a majority continue to favor increasing police officers and are supportive of adoptinga range of public safety technologies, with civilian oversight.
7. Evaluations of Oakland’s economy remain negative, and voters do not view it as a good place tostart a business.
8. There is strong support for policies to attract a wide range of businesses; voters strongly favorreducing tax rates for small Oakland businesses.
9. Voters support updating the city’s encampment management plan and reducing encampmentsin public spaces.
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Views of Life in Oakland



5

Oakland voters are much less pessimistic about thedirection of the city.

Q1.

47% 41%
31% 28%

19% 18% 12%
34%36% 41%

53% 51%
64% 64%

75%

43%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2024 2025

Right Direction Wrong Track
Would you say things in Oakland are headed in the right direction, or do you feel they are off on the wrong track?

Direction District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 District 6 District 7
RightDirection 37% 47% 35% 35% 25% 25% 21%

Wrong Track 28% 37% 42% 43% 54% 51% 67%
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61%
50%

46%
50%

47%
45%
43%
44%

40%
39%

29%
32%

33%
28%

31%
33%

31%
28%

32%
31%

8%
14%

12%
16%
16%
18%

16%
16%
21%

23%

4%
6%
4%

7%
5%

5%
6%

7%

6%

Homelessness
Gun violence

^The City’s financial stability
Illegal dumping in Oakland

The cost of living
Homeless encampments

A lack of housing that middle-income families can afford
The cost of rent

Vacant businesses and storefronts downtown
Crime

Extremely Serious Problem Very Serious Problem Somewhat Serious Problem Not Too Serious Problem Don't Know

Homelessness, gun violence, the city’s financial stability and illegaldumping are among the top problems facing the city.

Q11. ^Not Part of Split Sample

Here is a list of things that some people say may be problems facing Oakland. Please indicate whether you think it is anextremely serious problem, a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem, or not too serious a problem for residents of Oakland.Extremely/VerySerious Problem
90%
82%
79%
78%
78%
77%
74%
72%
72%
70%
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However, illegal dumping in their neighborhood ranksmuch lower as a concern.

Q11. Here is a list of things that some people say may be problems facing Oakland. Please indicate whether you think it is an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem,or not too serious a problem for residents of Oakland. Split Sample

48%
41%

33%
29%

42%
25%

35%
31%

19%
26%

29%
30%

16%
32%

20%
17%

5%

21%
17%
23%
27%

15%
19%
27%

19%
13%

11%
10%
11%
8%

19%
17%

17%
20%

67%

7%
4%

5%
8%
7%

13%
14%

Sideshows and reckless driving
Waste and inefficiency in city government

Inflation
Too little growth and development

ICE enforcement and detainment of immigrants
Open-air drug use and drug dealing

Illegal dumping in your neighborhood
The amount you pay in property taxes
Too much growth and development

Extremely Serious Problem Very Serious Problem Somewhat Serious Problem Not Too Serious Problem Don't Know Extremely/VerySerious Problem
67%
67%
63%
59%
58%
57%
55%
47%
7%
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Relative to 2024, inflation and cost of living have increased the most as aconcern, while concern about crime has declined the most.

Q11 a-n. Here is a list of things that some people say may be problems facing Oakland. Please indicate whether you think it is an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem,or not too serious a problem for residents of Oakland. Split Sample

Problem
Extremely/Very Serious Problem

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2024 2025 Difference(2024-2025)
Inflation -- -- -- -- -- 63% 49% 63% +14%The cost of living 65% 75% 80% 78% 66% 77% 70% 78% +8%

Vacant businesses and storefronts downtown -- -- -- -- -- -- 69% 72% +3%
The cost of rent 76% 79% 82% 75% 78% 76% 70% 72% +2%

Too little growth and development -- 16% 32% 30% 34% 49% 57% 59% +2%
The amount you pay in property taxes 33% 36% 49% 48% 43% 49% 47% 47% 0%

A lack of housing that middle-income families can afford 77% 84% 80% 83% 75% 81% 75% 74% -1%
Gun violence -- -- -- -- -- 97% 86% 82% -4%
Homelessness 92% 91% 96% 97% 94% 97% 95% 90% -5%

Open-air drug use and drug dealing -- -- -- -- -- -- 62% 57% -5%
Waste and inefficiency in city government -- -- -- -- -- -- 74% 67% -7%

Homeless encampments -- 82% 90% 86% 88% 89% 85% 77% -8%
Too much growth and development 18% 28% 29% 30% 19% 22% 15% 7% -8%

Crime 45% 45% 54% 58% 77% 88% 84% 70% -14%
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The intensity of concern about city issues varies by racial and ethnic groups.

Q11 a-n. Here is a list of things that some people say may be problems facing Oakland. Please indicate whether you think it is an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem,or not too serious a problem for residents of Oakland. Split Sample

Problem All Voters
Extremely/Very Serious Problem

White Latinos African/Americans Asian/Pacific Islanders All Votersof Color
Homelessness 90% 91% 78% 94% 85% 89%Gun violence 82% 81% 89% 80% 85% 84%The City’s financial stability 79% 80% 68% 77% 84% 78%Illegal dumping in Oakland 78% 74% 84% 84% 73% 82%The cost of living 78% 77% 80% 83% 73% 81%Homeless encampments 77% 77% 81% 84% 66% 77%A lack of housing that middle-income families can afford 74% 77% 82% 65% 72% 73%The cost of rent 72% 68% 72% 86% 48% 75%Vacant businesses and storefronts downtown 72% 68% 72% 81% 70% 75%Crime 70% 63% 79% 75% 79% 74%Sideshows and reckless driving 67% 68% 74% 67% 60% 66%Waste and inefficiency in city government 67% 57% 75% 77% 68% 74%Inflation 63% 50% 71% 83% 55% 73%Too little growth and development 59% 50% 56% 67% 78% 66%ICE enforcement and detainment of immigrants 58% 63% 69% 51% 47% 55%Open-air drug use and drug dealing 57% 49% 64% 65% 57% 63%Illegal dumping in your neighborhood 55% 47% 65% 66% 51% 60%The amount you pay in property taxes 47% 38% 46% 62% 43% 54%Too much growth and development 7% 4% 28% 4% 5% 10%
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Voters say they have seen a net improvement in public safety andcrime in the past few months.

Q5.

Here are some issues that Oakland city government has been working to address. Please indicate if you think this issue is gettingmuch better, somewhat better, somewhat worse, or much worse in the last few months.

40%
13%
25%
19%
22%
18%

26%
16%
31%
27%
37%
38%

Public safety and crime
Permitting process for homeowners and businesses

Homelessness
Government accountability

Illegal dumping
The local economy

Total Better Total Worse Difference
+14%
-3%
-6%
-8%

-15%
-20%
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Approximately half of voters say Oakland is an excellentor good place to live.

Q10a.

Using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, how would you rate Oakland as a place to live ?

10%
8%
7%

13%
20%
18%
21%
25%

38%
36%

34%
34%

40%
38%

43%
48%

30%
30%

32%
28%

23%
30%

28%
20%

21%
26%
26%
25%

15%
13%

8%
7%

2025
2024
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017

Excellent Good Only Fair Poor Don't Know Excellent/Good
48%
44%
41%
47%
60%
56%
64%
73%
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More than three in five are proud to live in Oakland; at the sametime, voters are split on whether they plan to stay.

Q24 a-d. Split Sample

Here are some more statements about Oakland. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of the following statements.

45%

22%

24%

28%

29%

39%

35%

19%

10%

16%

18%

13%

13%

21%

22%

32% 8%

I am proud to live in Oakland

I would recommend Oakland to others as a place to live

I would recommend Oakland to others as a place to visit

I am seriously considering moving out of Oakland in the next few years

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know TotalAgree TotalDisagree
74% 23%

61% 37%

59% 39%

47% 46%
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Relative to 2024, the likelihood of recommending Oakland as aplace to live and visit has improved slightly.

Q24 a-d. Here are some more statements about Oakland. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of the following statements. Split Sample

Statement
Total Agree

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2024 2025 Difference(2024-2025)
I would recommend Oaklandto others as a place to live 77% 77% 65% 64% 59% 56% 53% 61% +8%
I would recommend Oaklandto others as a place to visit 85% 84% 77% 70% 69% 60% 52% 59% +7%
I am proud to live in Oakland 90% 92% 82% 79% 73% 77% 73% 74% +1%

I am seriously considering moving out ofOakland in the next few years -- -- -- -- -- 52% 49% 47% -2%
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Voters feel equally concerned and hopefulabout Oakland’s future.

Q9.

Here is a list of feelings and emotions. Please select the one or two that best describe how you feel when you think about the future of Oakland.
32%

31%
24%

19%
19%

14%
7%

6%
3%

2%
1%

3%
1%

Concerned
Hopeful

Frustrated
Optimistic
Uncertain

Disappointed
Angry
Sad

Excited
Happy

Indifferent
Other

Don’t know
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Attitudes Toward City Government
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A majority continues to view the City Council unfavorably.

Q2a. Here is a list of people and organizations active in public life. For each one, please indicate if you have a strongly favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or strongly unfavorable opinion of thatperson or organization. Not Part of Split Sample

The Oakland City Council

27%26%31%29%40%35%
41%

47%
35%

56%59%
51%50%

40%
46%

38%33%28%

20..
.

Total Favorable Total Unfavorable
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Three in five view Mayor Lee favorably.

Q2b, j-q. ^Not Part of Split Sample

27%
4%

18%
15%
13%
18%

13%
6%

34%
12%

19%
37%

14%
26%

19%
12%

15%

12%
5%

4%

15%
16%

18%
16%
15%

7%

18%
9%

7%
4%

24%
6%

23%
13%

15%

36%
31%

9%
19%
18%

13%
23%

31%

9%
32%

20%
21%
14%
14%

25%
25%
26%

^Mayor Barbara Lee
^City Councilmember Rowena Brown

^City Councilmember Zac Unger (District 1)
City Councilmember Charlene Wang (District 2)

City Councilmember Carroll Fife (District 3)
City Councilmember Janani Ramachandran (District 4)

City Councilmember Noel Gallo (District 5)
^City Councilmember Kevin Jenkins (District 6)
City Councilmember Ken Houston (District 7)

Strongly Favorable Somewhat Favorable Somewhat Unfavorable Strongly Unfavorable Never Heard of Heard of No Opinion TotalFavorable TotalUnfavorable61% 30%
17% 15%
37% 12%
52% 19%
26% 40%
44% 24%
23% 40%
24% 28%
21% 22%

Here is a list of people and organizations active in public life. Please indicate if you have a strongly favorable,somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or strongly unfavorable opinion of that person or organization.
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The firefighters union is viewed very favorably.

Q2c, d, f & g. ^Not Part of Split Sample

33%

21%

9%

38%

31%

28%

7%

9%

29%

16%

22%

6%

7%

14%

16%

11%

The Oakland firefighters union

Unions representing Oakland public employees

Oakland Unified School District, also known as OUSD

Strongly Favorable Somewhat Favorable Somewhat Unfavorable Strongly Unfavorable Never Heard of Heard of No Opinion TotalFavorable TotalUnfavorable

71% 9%

52% 25%

37% 52%

Here is a list of people and organizations active in public life. Please indicate if you have a strongly favorable,somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or strongly unfavorable opinion of that person or organization.
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One-third say that Mayor Lee is doingan excellent or good job.

Q6a.

Using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, how wouldyou rate the overall job Oakland Mayor Barbara Lee is doing?

8%
29%

22%
26%

16%

Excellent
Good

Only Fair
Poor

Don’t know

Excellent/Good36%
Mayor Year Favorability

Job Rating
Exc./Good OnlyFair Poor

BarbaraLee 2025 61% 36% 22% 26%
ShengThao 2024 16% 9% 22% 63%

LibbySchaaf

2022 35% 28% 24% 42%2021 35% 23% 25% 47%2020 44% 32% 30% 29%2019 45% 32% 29% 34%2018 53% 36% 35% 25%2017 61% 45% 33% 30%2016 53% 42% 32% 15%
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One in ten say Oakland’s City Council is doing a good job.

Q6b.

Using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor,how would you rate the overall job the Oakland City Council is doing?

4%

12%
12%
16%

12%
19%

15%
20%

25%

29%
31%

32%
35%

43%
42%

45%
40%

39%
45%

40%
37%

22%
29%

21%
22%

20%
12%
11%

15%
14%
13%
12%
9%

2025
2024
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017

Excellent Good Only Fair Poor Don't Know Excellent/Good
13%
13%
16%
13%
20%
16%
22%
29%



21

Three in five say they have heard about changes Mayor Lee hasimplemented since taking office.

Q3.

17%
44%

36%
2%

Yes, a great deal
Yes, a little

No, nothing
Don't know

TotalYes62%

Mayor Barbara Lee took office in May 2025. Have you heard, seen, or read anythingrecently about the changes she has made in Oakland since becoming Mayor?
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Voters have most commonly heard of Mayor Lee’s efforts toaddress crime and illegal dumping.

Q4.

20%
18%

13%
12%
12%

10%
10%

8%
7%

6%
5%

4%

Addressing crime/Violence/Public safety
City cleanliness/Dumping/Trash

Community involvement/Businesses/Outreach
Homelessness solutions

City budget/Funding/Budgeting
Change efforts/Forward thinking/Trying to succeed

Ineffective/Incompetent/Little results
Leadership/Experience/Accountability

Supporting police/More police/Police chief
Standing up to Trump

Visibility/Public image/Publicity
General positive/Support

(Open-ended; Asked of Yes Voters Only, n=419)
In a few words of your own, what have you heard about the changes Mayor Lee has made in Oakland?
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Verbatim Comments
Barbara Lee inherited an economic crisis with littleroom to grow the city and with a police departmentthat can never seemingly reform their internal affairsissues. Oakland has incredible potential. It just needstime and money to make it work.

I heard she partneredwith San Jose and SanFrancisco.

I guess I don't know of any specificchanges. I see her on the newsaround major events, anti-guninitiatives, Trump wanting to sendthe national guard, etc.

She seems tounderstand themajor problems ofOakland.

Putting finances onright track, hiringgood people.

She is trying to create unityand hope for the future

Reducing red tapefor smallbusinesses,addressing gunviolence andhomelessness.

Boosting police and firestaffing, plans foraddressinghomelessness.

She made a speech atthe No Kingsdemonstration

Q4

I see lots of cityconstruction and cleanup happening on dailybasis in downtownarea.

I read a lot about hermaking statements orposts about cafes she’sgoing to. Not much interms of policy.

Made a committee todeal with city clean up.Worked with thehighway patrol forsafety.
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Voters prioritize maintainingpublic safety spending.

Q12.

Like many major cities Oakland is facing a budget shortfall and may need to consider making cuts to city services.Which of the following city services is most important to maintain?Which of the following city services is second-most important to maintain?

61%
11%

8%
7%

4%
3%
6%

19%
14%

24%
17%

14%
5%
8%

Public safety services and emergencyresponse times
Homeless services

Road maintenance and repair
Staffing for city services
Illegal dumping clean-up

Parks and recreation services
Don’t know

Most Important Second Most Important
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Governance Models Tested

Q7. Here are some different systems of city government. Please indicate if you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose or strongly oppose Oakland using this form of city government.

Description
A Strong Mayor system of governance where the Mayor can veto the city budget or ordinances.The Council would still have the power to override the Mayor’s veto with a supermajority.
A hybrid form of governance where the Mayor has the power to appoint the City Administrator and thePolice Chief, to propose the city budget, and to serve as the tiebreaker on Council votes. The Oakland Mayor,however, cannot veto the city budget or ordinances; these are decided by the City Council.
A Council/Manager system of governance where the Council sets policy, passes ordinances,approves budgets, and provides oversight. The mayor has more limited powers and the City Administratormanages the day-to-day of city government.
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Voters offer the strongest support for a Strong Mayorform of governance.

Q7.

Here are some different systems of city government. Please indicate if you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose orstrongly oppose Oakland using this form of city government.
TotalSupport TotalOppose

61% 24%

48% 34%

33% 50%

24%

12%

8%

37%

36%

25%

14%

22%

29%

10%

12%

21%

15%

18%

17%

A Strong Mayor system of governance where the Mayor can veto the city budget or ordinances. The Council would still have the power to override the Mayor’s veto witha supermajority.

A Council/Manager system of governance where the Council sets policy, passes ordinances, approves budgets, and provides oversight. The mayor has more limited powers and theCity Administrator manages the day-to-day of city government.

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don’t Know

A hybrid form of governance where the Mayor has the power toappoint the City Administrator and the Police Chief, to proposethe city budget, and to serve as the tiebreaker on Council votes.The Oakland Mayor, however, cannot veto the city budget orordinances; these are decided by the City Council.



27

When asked to choose between systems,a plurality favor Strong Mayor.

Q8.

If you had to pick one of the three forms of governance,which do you think Oakland should use?

41%

31%

13%

15%

Strong Mayor governance

Hybrid governance

Council/Manager governance

Don't know

32%
46%
43%

55%
37%
44%

37%
47%
45%
42%
39%

38%
27%

29%
21%

30%
43%

31%
31%

25%
34%

25%

19%
11%
9%
10%

17%
8%

15%
7%

18%
11%

16%

10%
15%
19%
14%
16%

4%

17%
15%
12%
13%

20%

Progressives
Liberals

Moderates
Conservatives

District 1 - Zac Unger
District 2 - Charlene Wang

District 3 - Carroll Fife
District 4 - Janani Ramachandran

District 5 - Noel Gallo
District 6 - Kevin Jenkins
District 7 - Ken Houston

Strong Mayor GovernanceHybrid GovernanceCouncil/Manager GovernanceDon't Know
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Views on Public Safety
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One in five say the Oakland Police Department is doingan excellent or good job.

Q6d.

5%
5%

21%
19%
20%

16%
18%
23%

35%
35%
30%
37%
30%

38%

36%
40%

42%
39%

41%
31%

7%

4%

6%
4%

2025
2024
2022
2021
2020
2019

Excellent Good Only Fair Poor Don't Know Excellent/Good
22%
21%
23%
20%
23%
28%

Using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, how would you ratethe overall job the Oakland Police Department is doing?
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16%
14%
13%
14%

10%
12%
10%
8%

34%
32%

28%
31%

24%
34%

34%
36%

24%
23%

24%
27%

20%
27%
33%

24%

20%
26%

27%
20%

36%
21%
16%

19%

4%
9%
4%

6%
5%
7%

8%

4%

4%

5%

2025
2024
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017

Strongly Favorable Somewhat Favorable Somewhat Unfavorable Strongly Unfavorable Never Heard of Heard of No Opinion

Voters continue to be divided in their view of Oakland policeofficers, but their views are improving.

Q2e. Here is a list of people and organizations active in public life. Please indicate if you have a strongly favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or strongly unfavorable opinion of that person ororganization.

TotalFavorable TotalUnfavorable
50% 44%
46% 49%
40% 50%
46% 47%
33% 56%
45% 48%
44% 49%
44% 43%

Oakland Police Officers
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Notably, a plurality say crime and violence havedecreased in the past year.

Q13.

In the past year, do you think crime and violence in Oakland have increased, decreased or stayed the same?

15%

31%

54%

7%

17%

19%

27%

22%

18%

37%

23%

4%

8% 5%

5%

2025

2024

2022

Increased a Great Deal Increased a Little Stayed the Same Decreased a Little TotalIncreased TotalDecreased
22% 45%

47% 26%

73% 5%
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The proportion who say Oakland is less safe than it was a year ortwo ago has declined since last year.

Q14. Split Sample

Would you say you feel safer today in Oakland than you did a year or two ago, or would you say you feel less safe?

39% 35%

24% 15% 10%
3%

13% 23%24%
31%

37%
45%

68% 70%

50%

26%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2024 2025

Safer Less Safe
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Similarly, perceptions of neighborhood safetyhave also improved.

Q15. Split Sample

Would you say you feel safer today in your neighborhood than you did a year or two ago, or would you say you feel less safe?

20%
11%10%10%

21%26%
31%

41%

23%

41%
54%55%

34%31%

19%22%

202
5

Safer Less Safe
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Despite improvements to safety, two-thirds say the number ofpolice officers in Oakland should be increased.

Q16.

Do you think the number of police officers in the Oakland Police Department should be increased, kept the same, or decreased?

67%
69%

59%
51%

31%

16%
13%

19%
23%

27%

9%
10%

10%
16%

27%

9%
7%

12%
10%

15%

2025
2024
2022
2021
2020

Increased Kept the Same Decreased Don't Know
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Majorities across many major demographic groupsfavor increasing police.

Q16. Do you think the number of police officers in the Oakland Police Department should be increased, kept the same, or decreased?

Demographic Group Increased Kept the Same Decreased
All Voters 67% 16% 9%Age18-49 52% 22% 15%50-64 82% 9% 3%65+ 84% 8% 2%ResidenceOwn 73% 12% 7%Rent 60% 21% 8%Race/EthnicityWhites 60% 17% 9%Latinos 58% 18% 19%African Americans 78% 11% 5%Asians/Pacific Islanders 66% 21% 5%All Voters of Color 71% 15% 8%IdeologyProgressives 35% 29% 19%Liberals 76% 15% 2%Moderates 89% 5% 2%Conservatives 95% 0% 3%
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Nearly three in five agree that the CHP’s presence in Oakland hasbeen effective at improving safety.

Q17.

As you may have heard, the California Highway Patrol has beendeployed in Oakland since February 2024 to help address crime inthe city. In your opinion, has this effort been effective orineffective in making Oakland safer?
23%

34%

10%
10%

23%

Very effective
Somewhat effective

Somewhat ineffective
Very ineffective

Don't know

TotalIneffective20%

TotalEffective57%

42%
57%

78%
70%
54%
53%
63%
61%
60%
63%
52%

30%
17%
8%
15%

19%
33%
19%
11%
21%
14%
24%

Progressives
Liberals

Moderates
Conservatives

Whites
Latinos

African Americans
Asians/Pacific Islanders

All Voters of Color
Homeowners

Renters

Total Effective Total Ineffective
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Two-thirds favor using security and surveillance cameras toimprove public safety, with civilian oversight.

Q18.

Here is a list of public safety technologies that other communities have adopted to enhance public safety and support investigations.Please indicate whether you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose Oakland policeusing these technologies with civilian oversight.

37%

40%

31%

29%

26%

27%

9%

14%

13%

19%

18%

23%

6%

5%

City monitoring of privately owned camera systems, such as business security cameras, with permission by the camera owners,in neighborhoods and commercial corridors

Automated surveillance cameras operated by the City of Oakland in neighborhoods and commercial corridors

Unmanned aerial drones used to monitor public safety incidents

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don’t Know TotalSupport TotalOppose
67% 28%

66% 32%

59% 36%
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Majority support for city monitoring of privately-owned camerasystems cuts across ideological lines.

Q18. Here is a list of public safety technologies that other communities have adopted to enhance public safety and support investigations. Please indicate whether you strongly support, somewhat support,somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose Oakland police using these technologies with civilian oversight.

Public Safety Technology
Total Support

AllVoters
Age Ideology

18-49 50-64 65+ Progs Libs Mods Cons
City monitoring of privately owned camera systems,such as business security cameras, with permission bythe camera owners, in neighborhoods andcommercial corridors

67% 55% 77% 81% 51% 72% 82% 85%

Automated surveillance cameras operated by theCity of Oakland in neighborhoods andcommercial corridors 66% 57% 73% 77% 44% 75% 87% 76%

Unmanned aerial drones used to monitorpublic safety incidents 59% 50% 67% 69% 33% 70% 78% 82%
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Support for adoption of these technologies cuts across racial andethnic lines as well.

Q18. Here is a list of public safety technologies that other communities have adopted to enhance public safety and support investigations. Please indicate whether you strongly support, somewhat support,somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose Oakland police using these technologies with civilian oversight.

Public Safety Technology
Total Support

AllVoters
Residence Race/Ethnicity

Homeowners Renters Whites Latinos AfricanAmericans
Asians/PacificIslanders

All Votersof Color
City monitoring of privately owned camerasystems, such as business security cameras,with permission by the camera owners,in neighborhoods and commercial corridors

67% 73% 59% 64% 58% 70% 77% 68%

Automated surveillance cameras operated bythe City of Oakland in neighborhoods andcommercial corridors 66% 74% 55% 61% 69% 65% 81% 69%
Unmanned aerial drones used tomonitor public safety incidents 59% 68% 46% 58% 51% 58% 72% 59%
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Voters widely agree that Oakland needs to do more to addressillegal dumping and issue harsher penalties.

Q24 e & f. Split Sample

70%

67%

25%

20% 6%5%

Oakland needs to do more to crack down on illegal dumping

Oakland should issue harsher penalties for illegal dumping

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know TotalAgree TotalDisagree

94% 3%

86% 9%
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Views on the Oakland Economy
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Views of the City’s economic growthcontinue to trend downwards.

Q10c.

Using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, how would you rate the City’s current economic growth?

5%
9%
8%
10%

11%
14%

24%
21%

24%
34%
38%
36%

36%
30%

36%
37%

37%
33%
34%
33%

42%
47%

27%
29%
23%

16%
14%
12%

11%
7%

11%
10%
11%

7%
7%
8%

2025
2024
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017

Excellent Good Only Fair Poor Don't Know Excellent/Good
12%
16%
26%
24%
29%
43%
45%
47%
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Fewer than one in five voters think Oakland is agood place to start and grow a business.

Q10b.

Using a scale of excellent, good, only fair, or poor, how would you rate Oakland as a place to start or grow a business?

4%
10%
10%
10%
13%

17%
15%

23%
23%

27%
29%

35%
36%

29%
27%

29%
33%

28%
31%

30%
29%

40%
44%

30%
31%
21%

18%
14%
9%

13%
11%

15%
9%

15%
12%
11%
12%

2025
2024
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017

Excellent Good Only Fair Poor Don't Know Excellent/Good
18%
17%
26%
26%
37%
39%
45%
49%
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Voters are less optimistic about the economy in the coming yearthan they previously were.

Q22.

19%
31%

22%
45%

33%
38%

62%
61%

33%
27%

29%
15%

14%
19%

6%
10%

33%
26%

33%
30%

37%
29%

20%
17%

16%
16%
16%

10%
16%
14%
11%
12%

2025
2024
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017

Better About the Same Worse Don't Know
Do you think Oakland’s economy will be better or worse one year from now?
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There is continued agreement that having large companies locate in Oaklandis good for the local economy, although voter opinion has softened slightly.

Q23a. Here are some statements about Oakland businesses and the Oakland economy. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of thefollowing statements.

Having more large companies locate in Oakland is good for our economy because it creates jobs and tax revenue

43%

50%

43%

43%

38%

36%

35%

33%

32%

36%

10%

8%

14%

13%

12%

7%

5%

6%

10%

9%

4%

5%

6%

2025

2024

2022

2021

2020

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know TotalAgree TotalDisagree
79% 17%
84% 12%

76% 20%
75% 23%

74% 20%
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Similarly, more than three in five say it is good to have technologycompanies locate in Oakland.

Q23b. Here are some statements about Oakland businesses and the Oakland economy. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of thefollowing statements.

Having more technology companies locate in Oakland is good for our economy because it creates jobs and tax revenue

39%
39%
38%

35%
42%

48%

37%
40%

36%
32%

30%
27%

12%
9%

11%
13%

9%
9%

8%
8%

10%
18%
15%
13%

5%
4%
4%

4%

2025
2024
2022
2019
2018
2017

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know TotalAgree TotalDisagree
76% 19%
79% 17%
75% 21%
67% 31%
72% 24%
75% 23%



47

Fewer than one-quarter say downtown’seconomy is vibrant.

Q23d. Here are some statements about Oakland businesses and the Oakland economy. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of thefollowing statements.

Downtown Oakland’s economy is vibrant

6%

20%

21%

38%

30%

31%

38%

8%

5%

2025

2024

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know TotalAgree TotalDisagree
23% 69%

27% 68%
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Nearly nine in ten say that making it easier to open businesses willhelp revitalize downtown.

Q23f. Here are some statements about Oakland businesses and the Oakland economy. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of thefollowing statements.

Making it easier to open businesses will help revitalize downtown

50%

46%

37%

34%

5%

7% 4%

6%

8%

2025

2024

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know TotalAgree TotalDisagree
87% 7%

81% 12%
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Voters offer strong support for attracting awide array of businesses to Oakland.

Q25 a-d. Split Sample

68%

52%

50%

26%

25%

36%

30%

29%

8%

10%

16%

4%

9%

25%

5%

5%

Attracting small retailers and restaurants to Oakland

Attracting large employersto Oakland
Attracting technology companiesto Oakland

Attracting AI companies to Oakland

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don’t Know TotalSupport TotalOppose
93% 2%

88% 12%

80% 19%

54% 41%

Here are some proposals being considered in Oakland. Please indicate whether you strongly support, somewhat support,somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose each of the following proposals.
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14%

11%

30%

30%

24%

39%

30%

18%

2025

2024

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know

A majority disagree that Oakland city government is doing a goodjob helping local businesses succeed.

Q23g. Here are some statements about Oakland businesses and the Oakland economy. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of thefollowing statements.

Oakland city government is doing a good job helping local businesses succeed
TotalAgree TotalDisagree

16% 54%

13% 69%
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Nine in ten say city government has a responsibility to help localbusiness succeed.

Q23c. Here are some statements about Oakland businesses and the Oakland economy. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of thefollowing statements.

Oakland city government has a responsibility to help local business succeed

58%

51%

48%

33%

38%

42%

5%

4%

4%

4%

2025

2024

2022

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know TotalAgree TotalDisagree

90% 7%

89% 6%

91% 7%
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Nearly two-thirds agree that employers need tax incentives togrow their businesses here.

Q23e. Here are some statements about Oakland businesses and the Oakland economy. Please indicate whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with each of thefollowing statements.

Oakland employers need tax incentives to grow their businesses here

29%

28%

35%

37%

14%

13%

8%

9%

14%

13%

2025

2024

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know TotalAgree TotalDisagree
64% 22%

65% 22%
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More than four in five support providing funding to help businessesstay in Oakland and seven in ten support tax incentives.

Q25 e-f. Split Sample

45%

36%

34%

34%

9%

16%

4%

9%

7%

5%

Providing City funding to helpsmall businesses stay in Oakland

Offering tax incentives to encourage companies to move to Oakland

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don't Know TotalSupport TotalOppose

79% 13%

70% 25%

Here are some proposals being considered in Oakland. Please indicate whether you strongly support, somewhat support,somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose each of the following proposals.
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Voters offer widespread support for reducing business tax rates forsmall Oakland businesses.

Q21. Split Sample A & B

Some people have proposed reducing local business tax rates for small businesses in Oakland with less than $1 million inannual revenue (Half Sample: that have struggled to recover since the COVID-19 pandemic.)Does this proposal sound like something you would support or oppose?

41%
35%

9%
4%

11%

41%
48%

4%
2%

5%

Strongly support
Somewhat support

Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose

Don’t know

With Additional Context Without Additional Context
TotalSupport89%

TotalOppose6%

TotalSupport76%

TotalOppose13%
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Support for this proposal cuts across the electorate’s majordemographic groups.

Q21 (Total). Some people have proposed reducing local business tax rates for small businesses in Oakland with less than $1 million in annual revenue (SPLIT SAMPLE A: that have struggled to recover since theCOVID-19 pandemic.) Does this proposal sound like something you would support or oppose?

Demographic Group Total Support Total Oppose Don’t Know
All Voters 82% 9% 8%Age18-49 81% 9% 10%50-64 84% 12% 4%65+ 84% 9% 7%ResidenceOwn 84% 9% 7%Rent 80% 10% 10%Race/EthnicityWhites 80% 11% 10%Latinos 82% 10% 8%African Americans 87% 5% 8%Asians/Pacific Islanders 81% 14% 5%All Voters of Color 84% 8% 7%IdeologyProgressives 78% 15% 7%Liberals 84% 6% 10%Moderates 81% 11% 8%Conservatives 94% 6% 0%
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Views on Housing andHomelessness
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Three in five support updating theencampment management plan.

Q19. Do you generally support or oppose these changes to Oakland’s encampment management plan?

42%
19%

14%
19%

5%

Strongly support
Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose
Don't know

TotalOppose33%

TotalSupport61%

The City of Oakland has an existing encampment management plan which requires the city to offer shelterand advance notice before closing an encampment. Some people have proposed updating theencampment management plan, like other cities in the Bay Area have done, to allow immediate closurewithout advance notice of encampments when they are located on sidewalks. The updated policy wouldalso make it easier for the city to remove vehicle encampments, where people live in cars or RVs.
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Support cuts across many of the city’s major demographic groups.

Q19. Do you generally support or oppose these changes to Oakland’s encampment management plan?

Demographic Group TotalSupport TotalOppose Don’tKnow
All Voters 61% 33% 5%
Age
18-49 56% 37% 7%
50-64 68% 24% 8%
65+ 66% 33% 1%
Residence
Own 68% 28% 4%
Rent 52% 41% 7%
Race/Ethnicity
Whites 56% 39% 6%
Latinos 72% 22% 6%
African Americans 60% 35% 5%
Asians/Pacific Islanders 63% 35% 2%
All Voters of Color 65% 29% 5%

Demographic Group TotalSupport TotalOppose Don’tKnow
Ideology
Progressives 40% 54% 6%
Liberals 60% 33% 6%
Moderates 84% 13% 3%
Conservatives 94% 6% 0%
City Council District
District 1 - Zac Unger 54% 41% 5%
District 2 - Charlene Wang 66% 33% 1%
District 3 - Carroll Fife 54% 38% 8%
District 4 - Janani Ramachandran 67% 24% 9%
District 5 - Noel Gallo 66% 31% 3%
District 6 - Kevin Jenkins 66% 31% 3%
District 7 - Ken Houston 63% 32% 5%
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Voters offer widespread support for restricting camping in public spaces andlimiting long-term vehicle encampments.

Q20.

60%

53%

26%

25%

21%

15%

7%

16%

17%

7%

9%

40%

Restricting camping and clearing encampments from public spaces, including parks and sidewalks

Limiting or prohibiting long-termRV and vehicle encampments on city streets and public areas

Clearing large encampments without advance notice or service outreach

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don’t Know TotalSupport TotalOppose

85% 14%

74% 25%

41% 57%

Here are some policies to address homelessness that have been adopted in other cities. Please indicate whether youstrongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose each of the following proposals.
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